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but in the end they found a way round the extreme western
edge. Once on the glacier the going improved.

That night they camped at three thousand feet, building a
rough shelter of snow blocks. On the top of the pass they
could see to the north a high, isolated peak, and they made
for this across steep ridges of hard snow until at last the razor-
like edge of the summit was reached. From the top (9000
feet) of the mountain, which was named Mount Oxford, they
looked northward into unknown Grant Land. Beyond them
stretched a great range of mountains whose summits reached
a height of iosooo feet or more, and on both flanks also there
were ranges stretching as far as the eye could see. The new
range was given the name British Empire Range, but since
they had only enough food left for one more outward journey
they had no hope of setting foot there. Moore took photographs
and made a sketch-map of the mountainous country, and,
with the aid of glasses, saw the distant Challenger Range and
the shores of the Polar sea on the north coast.

The return journey passed quickly; and on the way down
the glacier Nookapingwa, the Eskimo, managed to shoot three
caribou. When the dogs smelt the fresh meat they went nearly
crazy, and made short work of their first decent meal for many
days. At Lake Hazen the party found Stallworthy still fishing,
but his supplies were running low, and he was glad of the fresh
caribou meat.

On May 7 the homeward trek began. By this time some of
the dogs were in such bad shape that they were just stagger-
ing along before Fort Conger was reached. Everything edible
left at the post was scraped together, and even sealskin boots
and dog harness were cut up so that the dogs could be given
a meal. One sledge was abandoned, and the dash across the
sea-ice to the sealing-grounds began. Progress was very slow,
and even along the Greenland coast they found no seals. The
small depot left there brought some relief, and on they pushed
down Kennedy Channel.

By this time the situation was becoming serious, and they
began to wonder if they would have to kill off some of the
dogs. Suddenly a large patch of open water was seen, and
a camp was made so that seals could be caught They waited